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ACCESS OPEN TO MARALINGA
 

The atomic bomb test site at Maralinga in SA is now open for visitors following the radioactivity clean up of the site in recent years. Host, Robin Matthews, the site manager, conducts full day tours with a fascinating and at times alarming story to tell about the activity on the site and takes guests to the very spots where the test explosions took place in the 1950's. The bomb testing project was huge and we were left wondering why Australians knew so little about what was happening and the risks that were being taken. The impact on the aboriginals was deplorable. Camping with ample space is available at the near deserted Maralinga township site and there are basic cabins available. 
 

 Robin Matthews the Maralinga Caretaker/Manager runs escorted tag a long tours of the area and this is about the only way to get into Maralinga. He is a real bushy who has been working in the area forever and his knowledge is unbelievable. Robin is the only person I have ever met who when introduced to a group of about 16 people can immediately recall all the names and put them with the correct faces.

Robin lead us through bush tracks and then onto 1950's bitumen roads to the Maralinga Village where we were based off and on for about a week and a half. The range tour conducted by Robin explaining and visiting many sites is exceptional and the only way to really experience the area.

There is not enough room to explain all we did, but some of the highlights that stick with me are below. The amount of money that must have been spent would make the mind boggle.

Hundreds of kilometres of bitumen roads in very good condition. 
An airport with a 2.5km runway, big enough that it was one of the emergency Space Shuttle landing strips. The strip is built to take big aircraft; the touchdown area at each end is reinforced with 15 feet of concrete. The plane parking bay is big enough for the RFDS to land on. The parking bay water runoff is channeled to a dam and then pumped into huge holding tanks that are the total water supply for the village.

All original buildings are made from aluminum shipped from the UK, the frames, cladding and ceilings all alloy. Apparently in the early 1950's steel was scarce but not aluminum so no white ants or rust.

There are over 200 burial pits spread throughout the restricted area for waste and surplus equipment.
The UK authorities claimed they had cleaned up and made safe the whole area in 1964, but subsequent investigations found this was not the case and in the 1990's a major clean up and burial was carried out taking several years.

Part of Robin's job is to monitor all burial pits and signage on a regular basis.

In summary an excellent and informative trip, well worthwhile. Trips can be arranged by contacting Robin Mathews his details are below. Be aware Robin runs a one man show with a lot of responsibilities and can be away a lot of the time but if you email him he will get back to you. It may take a few days or a week.

CONTACT Robin Mathews by email at robin.mathews@7mail.com  Phone (08) 86704089 
www.4wdsa.asn.au

